
WELCOME  AND THANK 
YOU FOR COMING!

The 
discussion 
will start at 
6pm



OUR MISSION & VISION

Whether by bus, by rail, on bike, or on foot, Reconnect Rochester 
champions transportation choices that enable a more vibrant and 

equitable community. 

We envision a community connected by a robust transportation 
network that makes it easy for everyone—regardless of physical or 

economic ability—to get around.



Why We Do This Work
● SAFETY: Saving lives and reducing harm caused by injuries and fatalities of 

pedestrians & cyclists

● COMMUNITY HEALTH: Improving personal health and well being by promoting 
active lifestyles

● ENVIRONMENT: Reducing carbon emissions in transportation sector and the 
effects of climate change

● SOCIAL EQUITY: Improving resource access and reducing transportation as 
barrier for people living in poverty

● ECONOMY: Capitalizing on societal economic benefits & personal financial 
health of reducing car dependency



We are pro e-bike!
Low speed, legal e-bikes provide clear benefits to New 

Yorkers:

● Safe, affordable, accessible, electric transportation

● Supports NY’s cost-of-living, climate & public health 

goals

● Bikes & scooters reduce one’s 

potential to harm others.



State resources devoted to regulating 

e-mobility should be proportionate to its 

safety impact



The Danger of Battery Fires
● We highly recommend episode 118 (2024) 

of The War on Cars podcast which dives 

into the specifics of this issue

● A whole bunch of shotty, subpar batteries 

from multiple delivery workers’ e-bikes 

plugged into the same outlet in a high rise 

with crowded living conditions



The Danger of Battery Fires









Worldwide Standard: 3 classes
Electric motor, no more than 750 watts

Class 1: Motor provides assistance only when pedaling and ceases assistance when 

the bicycle reaches 20mph

Class 2: No pedaling required, but it has operable pedals. Throttle activated. 

Assistance ceases when the bicycle reaches 20mph

Class 3: Motor provides assistance only when pedaling and ceases assistance when 

the bicycle reaches 28mph (45 km)



E-Bikes in NYS
● NYS “legalized” (defined & began to 

regulate) e-scooters & e-bikes in 2020

● It was done in a rushed manner with 

mostly NYC in mind

● NYS deviated from the 

commonly accepted standards



The Quirks of NYS E-bike law
● NYS defines class 3 as 25mph, not 28mph

● Class 3 is only legal in NYC & riders must have a helmet 

● Manufacturer's label providing the class, maximum motor-assisted speed, and 

motor wattage must be permanently affixed in a prominent location on the bike 

($50 fine possible)

● Bike Shops can’t sell an e-bike without that manufacturer’s label

● Manufacturers & distributors are supposed to have a process whereby a label for 

an e-bike purchased BEFORE all this went into effect can be obtained by owner



The Quirks of NYS E-bike law
● E-bikes can’t be ridden on roads with a speed limit greater than 30mph (unless 

there’s a dedicated bike facility)

● They are prohibited from trails unless the entity that has jurisdiction chooses to 

allow them (Allowed on Erie Canal Trail, Genesee Riverway Trail)

● People must ride single file on ebikes, whereas people on regular bikes are 

allowed to be side by side.

● No person shall operate a class 1 or 2 bicycle with electric assist in excess of 

20mph!

● Must be 16+up to ride an e-bike



Recent Laws (2024)       Retailers must:
● Not sell unaccredited or uncertified lithium ion batteries or devices with such 

batteries

● Provide multilingual operating manuals with lithium-ion batteries or devices with 

such batteries with storage and charging instructions

● Affix to devices multilingual stickers stating: “"NOTICE:  Always yield to pedestrians 

and follow traffic laws. Riding on the sidewalk may be illegal; consult local laws."

● Have red tags on charging cords stating: “UNPLUG WHEN NOT IN USE”

●



Leeway
NYS provisions grant local governments broad authority to add restrictions or relax 

some within their boundaries

No community is forced to accept e-bikes

Any community can ban them entirely or force e-bike riders to have helmets or 

reflective gear

E-bikes are banned from sidewalks UNLESS a municipality allows it (Rochester)



Good bills in Albany
● E-bike Access Repeal the current limit of e-bikes only being allowed on roadways

● with a speed limit of 30mph or less

● E-bike Rebate Reduces cost of e-bikes and allows more users to access active 

transportation

These have no chance of passing in the current “E-Bike Menace!” environment



Albany dynamics
Transportation Chair in the Assembly Transportation Chair in the Senate

“Doing nothing" is not an option 
Magnarelli is considering this term.



High Speed E-Motos 

● Operable pedals not required 

(sometimes pedals are just for 

show to pass of as an e-bike)

● Motor 1,000-6,000 watts

● 30-65mph

● Throttle only

● No VINS, which would make it 

possible for the DMV to identify 

them



E-bikelash LOCAL
Ogden Police Chief: E-bikes have become very popular 

amongst juveniles

Frequent complaints about young people riding e-bikes 

recklessly

They’re seeing serious physical injuries to juvenile kids

Village of Pittsford concerns about e-bikes on sidewalks, 

concerns about e-bikes going faster than 20mph on Canal



E-bikelash LOCAL - a better way?



E-bikelash NATIONAL
New Jersey

● Must have drivers license / 

permit

● E-bike must be registered and 

insured

● Mandatory helmets for all 

e-bike riders



E-bikelash New York State
MANY bills in the Legislature

Eachus / Addabbo bill:

Would require e-bike registration with DMV 

& have a license plate



Potential Fixes

NYS should focus on limiting the sale of higher-speed 

micromobility devices that are already illegal
● Enact and enforce point-of-sale regulations with meaningful fines and 

seizures to ensure all newly sold devices comply with NY law

● Protect consumers with truth in advertising for e-bikes vs. e-motos

● Expand education for prospective purchasers, and for law enforcement 

officers.

● Simplify regulations to support economic development and encourage the use 

of legal e-bikes





Potential Fixes

No bill for this, but it would be great:

Outside of New York City, end municipal control of e-bikes

A patchwork of regulations just creates confusion for everyday 

riders and a major challenge for tour operators



OPEN FLOOR 
CONVERSATION

What are your thoughts and concerns about e-bikes & e-motos?

What would you like to see better legislated?

What’s the role of parents and caregivers in imparting bike 
safety to children? The role of bike shops?





Supporting 
Membership



Upcoming Events


